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Cancer Conference 
$bf a statement 


J ("A medical e 
■ and the toha 


' > Dr * Michael B. Shimkin, chief of biometry at the Bethesda, Maryland, National 

'^t^B:' ‘B\iB ; P ajacer Ins ' bi ' tu ' te > told a National Cancer Conference at the University of Mtnw >/|g 
®°ta. that a halt to all smoking would annually save 20,000 lives lost to lun* 
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' Timothy V. Hartnett, chairman of the Tobacco Industry Research Committee' " skid 'I#.' 
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'He added that 'New scientific evidence.. .throws doubt on charges against smoking *•': 
■ and suggests there are many factors involved in the complex chain that may 



result in lung cancer. ' . ;■ . 


Dr. Shimkin told some 2,000 scientists and physicians at the conference it J'ii;■ it--vV 
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was established fact’ that smoking causes a 'significant proportion' of • 
cancer, in the. lungs, larnyx and oral cavity." ^ 
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cancer causing agents in the American environment: Unnecessary exposure to 7^v£v- 

radiation, smoking, air pollution, some of the chemicals added to foodstuffs ■' 
and some chemicals handled in industry and manufacturing. V; - '.LiV: • v:. \ 

S f id - cancer tolls “igbt well be cut 10 to 15 percent within 10 year^ ! .S 
by finding the answers in these areas. He thinks perhaps 15 to 20 percent of “ 
cancers might be traced to agents in our environment, admitting it could be LA v 
> a wild guess." . .... ^ 


He foresees big gains from research to find and then eliminate such causes,' S" 
or finding ways of protecting humans against them. He said vaccines from C/1 
cancer are not right around the corner, but has hopes they may be found. 

Vaccines depend on finding specific causes, such as viruses, which can be 

lie 4 ./\ n 4 > 4,1 ___t____ j _ %• If . . ' 


used to stimulate protective antibodies," the story said. 




